












Pictures to Contemplate Death: 
Judgement and Salvation Depicted in a Byzantine Psalter (Dionysiou 65)
Elena OTA
????????
?Byzantine Psalters with illuminations accompanying certain psalms and Odes are referred to as ‘Aristocratic 
Psalters’. While called ‘Aristocratic’ under the speculation that these Psalter manuscripts were commissioned by 
Byzantine aristocrats, four of the six examples for which we are sure of the patron, were ordered by monks and 
nuns. Cod. Dionysiou 65 (12C) kept at Mt Athos stands out among these manuscripts, with an unusual illumina-
tion depicting the codex’s patron, the monk Sabas, as the deceased. Including this one, Dionysiou 65 has seven 
full-page illuminations at its beginning, forming a unique decoration programme which could be named as ‘The 
Salvation Cycle of Sabas’. This paper focuses on three illuminations expressing the main idea of this cycle, ‘Christ 
the Judge/Sabas Before the Eternal Fire (f. 11r)’, ‘The Death of Sabas/Weighing of the Soul (f. 11v)’, and ‘The 
Sinner Under Punishment/Sabas blessed by Angels (f. 12r)’. The process of Sabas’ death and judgement shown 
here are irrelevant to the main body of the manuscript, i.e. the Psalter, and therefore it is worth giving a thought 
why the patron had these pictures painted and inserted in this codex. As a preliminary procedure to understand the 
patron’s intention, the author analysed the iconography of the above illuminations and inscriptions written by the 
patron around them, commenting on iconographical issues not yet discussed. Notably, the fact that ‘Sabas’ Death’ 
comes after ‘Christ the Judge’ is confusing, as the provisional judgement should happen after one’s death. The 
author’s present explanation is that these three illuminations depict both the provisional and final judgement, 
making them an ‘apparatus’ for Sabas to contemplate his own death and what awaits after it. Nevertheless, the 
true function of these illuminations should be considered along with the other four illuminations not dealt in this 
paper, which will investigate why a Psalter with death-recalling pictures was needed in 12th century Byzantium.
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‘The Date of the Illustrations of Psalter Dionysiou 65 (πίν. 94–99)’, ΔΧΑΕ 8, 173–77.




































????? Φεῦ μοι, τὸ γλυκὺ πρόσωπον ἀπεστράφη.??????????????????????????
????? Ἰδεῖν οὐκ ἄξιος εἰμί, δέσποτα, πρόσωπόν σου,
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     ἀλλὰ ζοφώδεις ἄθλιος ὄψομαι –φεῦ– ἰδέας,





?????Μηδεὶς ἐξαπατάτω σε, μηδεὶς παραμυθήτω,
      ψυχή, τὸ πῦρ οὐ σβέννυται, ὁ σκώληξ οὐ 
κοιμᾶται



























???????????????????? Rhoby (2018), 195–201?????????? Stichel, R. (1971), Studien zum Ver-
hältnis von Text und Bild spät-und nachbyzantinischer Vergänglichkeitsdarstellungen: Die Anfangsminiaturen von 
Psalterhandschriften des 14. Jahrhunderts, ihre Herkunft, Bedeutung und ihr Weiterleben in der griechischen und russischen Kunst 
und Literatur, Wien, 71–72??????????????Parpulov, G. (2010), ‘Psalters and Personal Piety in Byzantium’, in 
Magdalino, P., Nelson, R. (eds.), The Old Testament in Byzantium, Washington, D. C., 96, note 88??????????????
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??Underwood, P. (1966), The Kariye Djami, v. 3, New York, 374.

















????? Ἔξελθε, ψυχή, καὶ κρίνου κατ’ ἀξίαν.??????????????????????????
????? ????Κολάσεις τὰς μενούσας σε, ψυχή, προανατύπου,
      εἰ βούλει μετὰ θάνατον εὑρεῖν μετριωτέρας.
???????????????????
??????????????????
????? Ὅταν ἐμῶν εἰς πέλαγος πονηρῶν ἔργων 
βλέψω
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??‘ἔνθα κάμινος ἐξῆπτε πυρὸς ἀναφλεγομἐνη· καὶ σκωλήκων γένος ἦν κολαστικῶν ἕρπον ἐκεῖσε.’
??Pelekanides, S. (1975), The Treasures of Mount Athos, v. 2, Athens, 80., Marinis (2017), 65.
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Byzantium: Celestial Journey and Local Community in the Medieval Greek Apocrypha, Cambridge, 401–24???????
??11??Baun (2007), 402; 415.
? ??????????????
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??????????????MS. add. 19352???f. 137r??1066???????????Moscow, National 
Historical Museum (GIM), cod. Khludov 129????f. 102v??9???????????????? cod. Barb. 
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???????????????????ἀκολουθία εἰς ψυχορραγοῦντα???????????? 14????????????
???????????????????????? Tzerpos, D. (2007), Ἡ ὥρα τοῦ θανάτου καὶ ἡ ἀκολουθία εἰς 
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??Sullivan, D., et. al. (eds.) (2014), The Life of Saint Basil the Younger: Critical Edition and Annotated Translation of the Moscow 







? ??????????? ???????????? ????
? ???????????????????????
60





????? Θρήνει, ψυχή μου, καὶ φύγης ἅπερ βλέπεις.
???????????????????
????????
????? Χειρῶν εἰμι σῶν ποίημα καὶ χαρακτὴρ 
μορφῆς σου
      κ ἂ ν ἡ δ ο ν ῶ ν ε ἰ ς  β ό ρ β ο ρ ο ν κ ε ῖ μ α ι 
συγκεχωσμένος·





????? Υ ἱ ό ν μ ε σ ὺ κ α τ έ σ τ η σ α ς , υ ἱ ο ν κ α ὶ 
κληρονόμον,
     ἐγω δὲ δοῦλος γέγονα, πονηρὸς ἀποτατης,
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